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Goals of the Presentation

Examine farmland trends in Tennessee

Discuss the importance of agriculture to Tennessee
(economically & culturally)

|dentify farmland protection options.



1900




1950




1980



2000




Tennessee Population
1980 - 2000

15 Fastest Growing Counties (Actual Numbers)
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2000 Tennessee Population

Total State Population: 5,689,283
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County Growth Rates For 2000 To 2025
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Projected Population Growth Rates For 2000 To 2025
For Top 5 And Bottom 5 Counties
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Farm Numbers
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Southern Region
Housing Density 1970
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Southern Region
Housing Density 1980
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Southern Region
Housing Density 1990
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Southern Region
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Southern Region
Housing Density 2010*
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Southern Region
Housing Density 2020*
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Southern Region
Housing Density 2030*
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Economic Impact of Farming



Cattle & Calf Inventory
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Poultry & Eggs
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Cotton

Acres Harvested
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Corn
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Dairy Cattle
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Soybeans
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TN Tobacco Acreage
Harvested
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Hogs and Pigs

(December inventory)
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Sheep — Total Breeding
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Cultural Impact of Farming



Family Pride

» 200 year farms — for many it is not about
the money...in fact it almost becomes a
financial burden to protect the
heritage...How do we help?



Challenges to Farmland
Protection

Loss of Support
Infrastructure

Nuisance Complaints

Environmental
Concerns

Property
Values/Taxation

Property Rights

Loss of Empathy for
Farmers



Protection Tools

Right-to-Farm Law

Feed Lots, Dairy Farms & Poultry Production Houses
Agricultural, Forest and Open Space Land
Agricultural District and Farmland Preservation Act
Farmland Trust

City Zoning

County Zoning

Building Permits

Public Chapter 1101

Transfer Development Rights



Tennessee Agricultural
Enhancement Program






What phrase is
guaranteed to
wake you up?



In Conclusion



New York Times editorial by
Thomas Friedman

 Information management is important.
 Critical need for self-inspection & analysis.

* Need of Partnerships



How we tell our message Is important

* A person remembers 1/3 of what they
read,

» Y, of what people tell them,
* and 100 percent of what they feel.



Margaret Mead
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